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1. SUMMARY WASHINGTON VISIT OE LEBANESE LABOR 
LEADER GEORGE SACRE IS MOST TIMELY OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPLORE WAYS TO STRENGTHEN FRIENDLY - AND POTENTIALLY 
FRIENDLY - LABOR ELEMENTS IN ARAB WORLD. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBASSY DOUBTS IF ANY ARAB LABOR LEADER HAS BEEN 
AS DEMONSTRABLY PRO-WESTERN THIS PAST SUMMER AS 
GEORGE SACRE, THE LEBANESE TRADE-UNIONIST WHO WILL 
BE IN WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK FOR IV SPECIAL PROGRAM 
FOR HIGH-LEVEL FOREIGN LABOR LEADERS. 

3. IN JUNE SACRE BUCKED EXISTING ARAB LABOR TREND 
BY LEADING LEBANESE PETROLEUM WORKERS FEDERATION 
INTO RPT INTO ICETU. MOREOVER, THE FOLLOWING MONTH 
HE TOOK OPEN ISSUE WITH PREVAILING ARAB PATTERN OF 
DISAFFILIATION FROM WESTERN TRADE UNION INTERNATIONALS. 
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PETROLEUM WORKERS (AFPW), WHICH HE DEMANDED THAT 
SACRE'S FEDERATION WITHDRAW FROM IFPCW (IN WHICH HE IS 
INT V.P.) AS PRE-CONDITION, FOR ADMISSION TO AFPW, 

SACRE REJECTED THIS PRE-CONDITION, DECLARING RELATIONS 
WITH WESTERN LABOR INTERNATIONALS WERE "NECESSARY" 

AND ARGUING THAT DISAEFILIATION PRACTICE PRIMARILY 
HARMS ARABS AND ARAB CAUSE. SACRE SENT COPY OF LETTER 
TO EVERY NATIONAL PETROLEUM WORKERS UNION IN ARAB WORLD. 

5. FOREGOING DOES NOT MEAN SACRE IS ANYTHING LESS THAN 
LEBANESE ARAB, HOWEVER. HE STRONGLY CRITICAL OF U.S. 

ME POLICY AND LIABLE RAISE THIS WITH U.S. OFFICIALS AND LABOR 
LEADERS (AS HE HAS DONE IN PAST). HEJ HAS ALSO BEEN KNOWN 
TO PLAY OCCASIONAL FOOTSIE WITH COMMUNIST ELEMENTS ON 
LOCAL LABOR SCENE. 

6. NONETHELESS, HIS PRO-WESTERN, TREND-BUCKING ACTIONS AND 

FACT THAT HE REPRESENTS SINGULARLY 
STRETEGIC LABOR SENB PP- PETROLEUM - LEAD EMBASSY TO 
FLAG HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON AS MOST TIMELY OPPORTUNITY 
FOR APPROPRIATE STATE/LABOR OFFICIALS TO REVIEW WITH HIM 
CURRENT OUTLOOK ON INTER-ARAB LABOR SCENE, 

AND TO EXPLORE WAYS AND MEANS TO INCREASE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF FRIENDLY - AND POTENTIALLY FRIENDLY - LABOR ELEMENTS IN 
ARAB WORLD. EMBASSY HOPES AND EXPECTS THAT AFL/CIO AND 
AAFLI WILL ENGAGE IN DIALOGUE WITH HIM ON SAME SUBJS. 
BUFFUM 
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